
United States Patent and Trademark Office 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
United States Patent and Trademark Office 
Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450 
www.uspto.gov 



APPLICATION NO. 


FILING DATE 


FIRST NAMED INVENTOR 


ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. 


CONFIRMATION NO. | 


09/895,755 


06/29/2001 


Mami Uchida 


SONY JP 3.0-184 


1030 



7590 11/29/2005 

LERNER, DAVID, LITTENBERG, KRUMHOLZ & MENTLIK, LLP 
600 SOUTH AVENUE WEST 
WESTFIELD, NJ 07090-1497 



EXAMINER 



CHOWDHURY, SUMAIYA A 



ART UNIT 



PAPER NUMBER 



2611 



DATE MAILED: 1 1/29/2005 



Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding. 



PTO-90C (Rev. 10/03) 



Office Action Summary 


Application No. 

09/895,755 


Applicant(s) 
UCHIDA ET AL 


Examiner 

Sumaiya A. Chowdhury 


Art Unit 

2611 





is/are withdrawn from consideration. 



The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address 
Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Amendment 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form 
the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of 
this subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the 
United States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

1. Claims 1-11 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Wehmeyer 
(6169543). 

As for claims 1 and 7, Wehmeyer discloses: 

A reservation information setting apparatus, comprising: 

schedule table forming means for controlling the display of a schedule table that 
includes calendar information - Fig. 6; col. 16, lines 4-16, col. 11, lines 37-41, col. 12, 
lines 49-51; 

date selection accepting means for accepting a selection input of a target date in 
said schedule table - col. 14, lines 10-15; 

schedule information accepting means for accepting an input of user schedule 
information for said target date - Fig. 5A; col. 12, lines 59-63, col. 13, lines 42-51, col. 
14, lines 4-15, col. 16, lines 50-65; 
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reservation information accepting means for accepting an input of reservation 
information for a broadcast program on said target date - col. 12, lines 13-17; and 

said user schedule information representative of a number of events pertaining to 
a user which are not related to broadcast programs - (i.e. personalized calendar 
function such as a reminder to "Call Mom"; col. 12, lines 49-51, lines 59-60, col. 13, 
lines 41-50, col. 16, lines 50-65). 

As for claims 2 and 8, Wehmeyer discloses: 

display instruction accepting means for accepting an input of an instruction to 
display a broadcast program guide corresponding to said target date if said selection 
input of said target date is accepted by said date selection accepting means (The 
schedule of the broadcast activity corresponding to the date selected by the subscriber 
is displayed on the displayed screen - i.e. 7/22/97 in Fig. 6); and 

broadcast program guide forming means for forming a signal for displaying said 
broadcast program guide if said input of said instruction to display said broadcast 
program guide is accepted by said display instruction accepting means - col. 5, lines 
31-44, lines 57-67; 

wherein said reservation information accepting means accepts said input of said 
reservation information through said broadcast program guide - col. 12, lines 12-17. 

As for claims 3 and 9, Wehmeyer discloses wherein said displayed schedule 
table includes said user schedule information for said target date and said reservation 
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information for said broadcast program on said target date - col. 14, lines 4-15, col. 12, 
lines 13-17. 

As for claims 4 and 10, Wehmeyer discloses wherein said broadcast program 
guide is based on program guide information included in a broadcast signal - col. 4, 
lines 38-42. 

Claim 5 contains limitations of claim 1 and is analyzed as previously discussed 
with respect to that claim. Claim 5 additionally calls for the following: 

said reservation information including said target date and a broadcast time on 
said target date - col. 11, lines 11-17; 

reservation information storing means for storing said reservation information for 
said broadcast program on said target date - col. 1 1 , lines 11-17; and 

viewing control means for controlling the display of said broadcast program upon 
arrival of said target date and said broadcast time in said stored reservation information 
-col. 12, lines 11-17. 

Claim 6 contains limitations of claim 5 and is analyzed as previously discussed 
with respect to that claim. Claim 6 additionally calls for the following: 

information signal storing means (electronic host device - set top box) for storing 
an information signal - col. 12, lines 12-18; and 
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recording control means for controlling the recording of said broadcast program 
in said information signal storing means upon arrival of said target date and said 
broadcast time in said stored reservation information - col. 12, lines 11-17. 

Claim 1 1 contains limitations of claim 5 and is analyzed as previously discussed 
with respect to that claim. 

As for claim 12, Wehmeyer discloses: 

storing the reservation information for the broadcast program on the target date, 
the reservation information including the target date and a broadcast time on the target 
date - col. 12, lines 11-17; and 

recording the broadcast program upon arrival of the target date and the 
broadcast time in the stored reservation information - col. 12, lines 11-17. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 13-16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Wehmeyer in view of Shteyn (09/802,618). 
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As for claims 13-16, Wehmeyer discloses setting personal reminders (such as 
"Call Mom") in an EPG system. 

Wehmeyer fails to specifically disclose wherein the number of events includes a 
meal engagement and/or attendance at a concert. 

In an analogous art, Shteyn discloses wherein the user schedules personal 
activities in advance such as dinner or attending a concert for the advantage of being 
reminded of future appointments - paragraph [0014]. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
applicant's invention to modify Wehmeyer's invention to include wherein the number of 
events includes a meal engagement and/or attendance at a concert, as taught by 
Shteyn, for the advantage of being reminded of future appointments. 

Conclusion 

4. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in this 
Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 
§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
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mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Sumaiya A. Chowdhury whose telephone number is 
(571) 272-8567. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri, 9-5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Chris Grant can be reached on (571) 272-7292. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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